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2. You remember, no doubt, there were violent Suſ- 
picions then, that the French Court had Aſſurances of a 
Turn from ſome People here, which encouraged them to 
that Step; and there 18 little reaſon to queſtion the truth 


of it, if yon conſider, 1. The Encouragement which the , 


Queen and Parliament did own was given from hence to 
the Pretender's Invaſion. 2. The open Reſort and Fami- 
liarity betwixt Count Tallard and the Tories, while he was 
Priſoner at Nottingham. And, 3. The ſecret Conferences 


for theſe Meaſures without a Diſguiſe. 


| detwjxt him and ſome Perſons, that haye ſince appeared 


3. As it was not ſafe for the. Leaders of the Faction to 


appear then, but under a Mask: You may remember, that 
they covered their Deſign with loud and repeated Cla- 
mgurs, that the Church of England and the Monarchy 
were in Danger by the laſt Miniſtry, which obliged both 
Houſes of Parliament to vigorous Reſolves againſt the 
Slander, and her M:jeſty to iſſue a Proclamation againſt the 
Slanderers, in order to bring them to due Puniſnhment. 
4. Notwithſtanding this, the Faction went on, and by 
their Libels, Sermons, &. poiſoned the People to ſuch a 
degree, that they raiſed a Rebellion againſt the QUEEN 
and Parliament, upon the Occafion of Sache verell': being 
brought to Tryal for blackening the Revolution, and caſting 


odious Colours upon the Iuſtruments and Means that were 


made vſe of to bring it about, i 5 
5% You know very well, that the Ferment then raiſed 
in the Nation, was improved to the turning off the late 
Miniſtry and Parliament, contrary to ſolemn Promiſes both 
to the Confederates abroad and Subjects at home, who 


had contributed moſt to the carrying on of the War, which 


unknown to the greateſt of her Anceſtors. 


had raiſed the Glory of her Majeſty's Arms to a Heighth 
6. The Faction having carried their Point againſt the 


late Miniſtry and Parliament, you know how they libelled | 


the Revolution Principles in their Addreſſes, ſet up the He- 
reditary againſt the. Parliamentary Right of the Crown, 
charged thoſe who were for the latter, as Men of Amimo- 
narchical and Republican Principles, and advanced the old 
exploded Notions of Paſſive Obedience and Non- Reſiſtanc e, 
contrary to the Declaration of Rights, and the Acts which 
ſettle the Proteſtant Succeſſion; particularly, that which 
Il 7 7 oblabves 
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. You know when the next Klections came on, What 
bbs and other violent indirect Methods were made uſe 
g get Men of Principles oppoſite; to the 2 
90 ; and how many ſuch were brought in by 2 
actices, in manifeſt violation of the Fundamental Laws 
ich ſecure the Freedom of Elections. I am ſure. you 
t be ignorant, that in Scotland, whatever may be ſaid 
England, not a few who are known Facobite, were pre- 
led upon, in order to ſerve a Turn, to take the Oath of 
juration, &c, that they might be qualified to fit in Par- 


. The Faction having got the Houſes thus madelled, 
u know the Oſe they made of it was, to get the late 
iniſtry accuſed and cenſyre.! for having miſmanaged the 
far, and particularly in Spain; without regarding any 
fences or Petitions. that were offered by the Earl of 
away, and others concerned, but relying on- their Majo- 


F 
; te Queſtion ; and yet not thinking themſelves ſecure, you 
| zow that by creating twelve Peers at a time, conttary to 
; e Fundamental Conſtitution of Parliament, beſides ſingle 
es which they made before and after, they became aſ- 
red of a Majority in the Houſe of Lords. And you may 
member very well. that upon every Vacancy which hap- 
the Death of a Scotch Peer, they took care to have Faw- 
tes Or Others that were their Tools, choſen, or rather ap- 
A b by the Goyernment in the room of the de- 
Faſcd. | EY VVV 
So much as to what preceded the Negociations of Peace. 


ricipating others in point of Time, becauſe they fell na- 


Then, as to the ſecond Claſs of what accompanied the 
„ egotiations, I deſire you to obſerve, 


— 

1 to carry on the War in Spain with more Vigour than 
„ Mrmerly, there was nothing effectually done for that end; 
gut on the contrary, a very great Man who was ſent thi- 
2 ier on that Pretence, and whoſe Courage and Conduct 


no 


y, carrying every thing they had a mind ta, by putting 


t 1 muſt beg your Pardon for omitting ſome things, and 


I» That notwithſtanding the pretended Zeal of the Par- 


t | 
Mm will queffion, was far from being fupported a 
eppht to have been. Von know alſo, that as oon as K 
charles was choſen Emperor, there was ſueh a viſible 
mim the Peblick Meaſnres for reſtoring the Spaniſh Moi 
cy and the Weſt Indies to the Honfe of Avfric, that We... 
" fperdily heard of private Negotiations, carried on B 
our Court and France, without the Knowledge os Con 
f the other Confederates, contrary to the very Lett 
| 3 eo 49—çt po yore — ATI 
2. You ca e forgot, that When the Emperor ?: 
Miniſter, the Count 4. Callas had difcovered thoſe x 
vate Tranfactrons, he was pablickly diſgraced by our Cor 
Md the Preliminaries agreed on betwjxt them and Fra 
. were at the fame time ſhed, to the no ſmall Ama 
ment of the Nation, and the whole Confederacy. © 
. It n well enough known, notwithſtanding thefe of 
meſt Sigm of an extraordinary Endearment betwixt « 
Mmiſters and France, they did not think fir, as yet, p 
Kekly to own the Deſign of abandoning Spain and the WR. 
_ Sndies to the Houle of Berben, contrary to the Publ 
Faith of Treaties ; ſo that her Majeſty was pleaſed to d 
Clare in Parliament. That fhe wondered how any body conld fin 
N would nos do her t meſ to have Spain and the Wie 
Indies veffored to che Howſe of Auſtria  '- 
. When the Managers found things 1 & 
Porpoſe, then they preſſed for 2 Congrefs with the ' Frenff 
 #& Vireche, which very much diſguſted the whole Confed 
cy, who proteſted agarnft ir. 4 e 
. Yon may remember, the Datch, in partienlar, bei 
earneſfly preſſed to it, both by Threats and Promiſes, in 
very pathetick manner repreſent the danger of it to her g 
Fffy : but our Managers being deaf to all Repreſentations « 
- Ghar matrne, it had no Effet. ESE age, N 
6. The next Step they took, was by invective and i 
gromded Libels, to poſſeſs the Nation and Parliament wit 
av Opinion, that the Fower of the Ronfſe of Afria, 
go: rd cf the Empire and Spaniſh Monarchy, won 
— _ more - Exorbitant and Dangerous than that qq 
7. You muſt needs alſo remember, that when the Eieq 
tor of Hanover did, as a Prince of the Empire, and as a Pre 
ſamptwe Heix by Parliamentary Email to the 9 1 A 
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16. It is too fecent to be forgot, That the Datch, ali 


' Te 23 1 4 f Cc 
ſome Ambiguities removed, which ſeemed to bear hard 
— od ee ee eo cob Sr 
12. It is but too well known, that the Duke of Mari 


rough's wonderful Succeſs againſt France, made him the gi ni 
Eye- ſore of the French Court, and of our Britiſh Tories 
Acobites, and thar the Succeſs of his laſt Glorious Cf G 
Paign, tho' he was encompaſſed with Difficulties, t tu 
fremd to be inſuperable, did ſo ſtun the French and th 


Friends, that lus Diſgtace and Ruin was laboui'd with i 
13. Lou may remember, that in order to effect it, | 
Was publickly libelled, as having continued the War wh 
no other View, but to aggrandiz: himſelf and his Frien 
with a Deſign to uſurp the Throne, or to make himſelf 
Head of a Republick, as Oliver had formerly done. | 
theſe Accuſations againſt him, were ſo incoherent atid ci 


approved by Her Majeſty, Her Parliaments, and Rer CF 1 
ſederates, that the Charge would not take. „ -+zx ol 
14. This obliged the Faction to have Recourſe to anoti d 
Engine; which was to charge the Duke, and his Friend 2 
the late Miniſtry, with having plunder d the Nation of tl 
Millions; and that his Grace in particular, had applief v 
vaſt Sum .of the Publick Money to his own private ut 
and robb'd-the Army of their Bread and Pay, Wc. But 
know, there was no real Ground for ail this Noiſe and Cilh 
mour againſt his Grace, and the reſt of the late Minilli 
And therefore you are not to wonder, that no Anſwer ij 


* 
3 
and that as no Proſecution was ever begun againſt the 1} 
of the late Miniſtry, for theſe pretended mbezzlemen 
that againſt the Duke, whoſe chief Crime was, that he < 
ploy'd. the ſecret Service-Money, as well as the Army i 
cammanded, too effectually againſt France, is now droppÞt 

15. The Faction however gain'd thus much by it, tj 
the Duke was diſgraced, and turned ont of his Commay 
wherein he was ſucceeded by another, from whom F 
were promiſed wonderful Atchievements ; but that no ſu 
thing Was ever defign'd, the Event it ſelf does more tai 
ſufficiently decl ae. : + 
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cur other Contederatrs, had repeated Aſſurances from i 
ET _ Col 


1 5 L 9 + | 
Court, and from the new General, that the War ſhould be 
carried on with Vigour againſt France, if Lewis XIV. did 


| not ſubmit to ſuch a Peace, as might ſatisfy them according 
co their juſt Pretenſions and Treaties; but how well that 
was performed, let the ſubſequent Declarations of our Mi- 
niſters at the Treaty, and the Conduct of our General, 
2 when he abandoned the Allies in the midſt of the Enemy 
Garriſons, by which they were expos d to the fatal Misfor- 
tune at Denain, teſtify. | he 
17. I ſuppoſe you can't have forgot the two Proteſtations 
in the Houſe of Lords, upon the above-mention'd Conduct 
ot our Plenipotentiaries and General, and in what lively Ex- 
| preſſions the protefting Lords fer forth the miſchievous 
© Conſequences of a ſeparate Peace, and of the other Mea- 
rien ſures that have ſince happened. os | 
elt W 18. I am ſure you cannot have forgot, with what ſtron 
Aſſeverations a ſeparate Negociation was then denied, an 
by what hard Names, ſuch as Villainous, Knaviſh, Cc. a 
ien ſeparate Peace was then called by a very great Man, who 
er C(#4, neverthelefs has not been able to bring about any other. 
19. I need not recount to you the Particulars of the Con- 
duct of our Miniſters at the Treaty, fince the fatal Action 
33 at Denain; how all our Confederates have been Bullied, and 
their Auxiliary Troops treated as Mutineers, becauſe they 
plief would not follow the Orders of our General, contrary to 
te u the Commands of their own reſpective Princes, and the 
Letter of Treaty. . 


20. You muſt needs remember, That our Allies in gene- 
Hiniſi ral complain'd of the Conduct of our Plenipotentiaries, as 
wer being more like Miniſters of France, than thoſe of Great- 
Hei Brit ai N | 


21. Nor is it requiſite to put you in mind, how the Inſo- 
lence of the French came to ſuch a Height by the Concur- 
W rence of our Managers, that they inſulted the Dutch in their 
i own Country, and made them Diſgrace the brave Count 
(e Rechteren, one of their chief Plenipotentiaries, by way of 
nende Honourable, to ſaucy French Lacquies who were cha- 
£8 itiſed by his Footmen, becaule they inſulted him, and ano- 
ther of the Dutch Plempotentiaries, upon the Defeat at 


benain. 

16 ti. 22. In ſhort, That by Bribes and Threats the Dutch have 

deen forced to joyn againſt their Intereſt and Incligation, a 
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we may believe the laſt Petition of their Council of State, 


d 


&c, in a ſeparate Peace with France, if we may be allowe 


to call that a ſeparate Peace, which is excluſive of ſo 
Great and fo Horieurable a Part of our Allies, as the Em- 


peror and the Empire. You _ very well that France, 


inſtead of the reaſonable Dema 
ly entituled by Treaties, grew more upon them every Day, 
Which has reduced them to the melancholy Neceſſity of 

maintaining a War alone againſt the united Power of 
France and Spain, ſupported by the Treaſures of the Weſt-In- 


dies; and by the Favour of our Managers, who inſtead of 


giving them that Aſſiſtance, which was due to them by 
Treaty, ſeized and garriſoned the Emperor's Towns of 
Ghent and Bruges in the Netherlands. which was an effectual 
Curb in the Jaws of the Dutch, and with the other Steps of 
our Conduct above-mention'd, brought them under a Ne- 
ceſſity of complying with our Demands, or of being in all 
human Appearance, nnavoidably ruined. : 
23.'T know you are too much concerned about the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, to forget how the Intereſt of the once 
Famous Proteftant Church of France has been ſcandaloufly 
neglected, and the Right of the Britiſh Crown to be Gua- 
rantee of the Edict of Nantes, has been diſhononrably gi- 
ven up in the preſent Treaty : Inſtead of which, thoſe 
_ _ Glorious Confeſſors are put off with a faint Requeſt by us, 
and the reſt of the Proteſtant Princes and States, That ſuch 
of them as are confined to Gallies, and other Priſons, may 
be ſet at Liberty: Whereas GOD had put it in the Power 
of Her Majeſty, and the reſt of the Proteſtant Contederates, 
to have commanded the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Edict of 
Nantes, by which the French Proteſtants would have been ſet 


upon an equal foot of Civil and Religious Liberty with the 


French Papiſts, had they not been ingloriouſly deſerted. 
24. This Neglect is ſo much the more heinous, 1. Be- 


cauſe the Guarantee of that Edict was expreſly fipulated 
betwixt the Crown of France, and King Charles I. to whoſe 
Memory, as a Martyr for the Church of England, our pre- 
ſent Miniſtry pretend to pay ſo much Reſpect, 2. Becauſe 


King William, of Glorious Memory, did poſitively aſſert his 


Right to be Guarantee of that Edict at the Treaty of Reſ- 1 
wick, though his Circumſtances, and particularly the Stub- 
bornneſs of the preſent Governing Faction, render d bum 
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s to which they were juſt- - 


1 
unable to carry on the War, and, by Conſequence, to make 
good his Claim. | 7 or oy, 

25. But we are not to wonder at the Conduct of the 
Faction towards Proteſtants Abroad, fince they make it 
their Buſineſs to bear down the greateſt and the ſincereſt 
Part of the Proteſtants at Home. This cannot be doubted, 
if we conſider, 1. How they rail upon, and vilify even 
ſach of the High- Church of England Party, who are known 


to be againſt the Pretender, and oppofe their preſent Mea- 


ſures for Aggrandizing France, at the Expence of the Liber- 
ties of Europe, and of the Proteſtant Religion, 2. If we 
confider how they run down; and oppreſs, and turn out of 
all Civil and Military Poſts, thoſe of the Church of England, 
who are called Low- church- Men, becauſe they are againſt 
Tyranny in the State, againſt Perſecution in Church, and 
for Toleration to Diſſenters. 3. If we contider the Conduct 
of the Faction, with reſpec to the Diſſenters in England and 
Ireland, whom by their Sacramental Teſt, Cc. they have 
deprived of their Birth-Right, as Native Subjects, and made 


'# them unczpabie of Civil or Military Poſts, contrary not on- 
ly to the Rules of Chriſtianity, but to the Fundamental 


Laws of England, where nothing can deprive a Man of his 
Birth-Right, or make him uncapable to ſerve his Country in 
a publick Poſt, but whar attaints his Blood, or poiſons 
him with the Principles of Popery, which are unſafe for a 
Proteſtant Government, and indeed for all Human Society, 
4. It we couſider the Conduct of the Faction, with reſpect 
to the Church of Scotland, which, though ſecured by the 
particular Laws of this Nation, confirmed in the Treaty of 
Union, they have, contrary to that Treaty, and repeated 
Promiſes of their chief Leader, attacked, by the Toleration 


and Patronage Acts, and forced the Scots Troops in England 


and Ireland to conform to the Church of England, or other- 
wiſe turned out, and oppreſſed them, of which the late ca- 
ſhiering of our beſt Regiments, under Whig Commanders, 
is aſpeaking Inſtance, not to be contradicted. ; 


This is more than enough for the things that accompanied 
the Negeciations of Peace: But there are one or two things 
more, which I carnot omit, The firſt is, what relates to 
the Succeſſion, as eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of Great-Britain, 

in the Proteſtant Line of Hanover. I have already taken 
notice, how the Treaty n us and the Dutch, * 
„ 8 2 Vuz- 


1 Guarantee of that Succeſſion was arraign'd by the Author 
] of The conducl of the Allies, the Oracle of the preſent Mana» 
13 gers, who expreſly aſſerted again and again, that it might 
neceſſary to ſet aſide that Succeſſion, and therefore he 
objected againſt the Treaty, as putting it out of our Power, 
without conſent of the Ducch: Tis further to be obſervd, 
that by the new Treaty, the Dutch are not to ſend their 
Ships and Troops to maintain the ſaid Succeſſion, except 
they be called for by England, which leaves a dangerous 
1 Gap that was not in the firſt Treaty, ſince it is not impoſ- 
| ſible that the Pretender may get Poſſeſſion by Force, or by 
1] Fraud, and in that caſe, the Dutch Quota's cannot be de+ 
f manded by Authority from Exgland. This leads me natu- 
rally to obſerve theſe Words in the 4th Article of the pre- 
11 ſent Treaty of Peace, as we have them in the Abſtract of 
; the ſaid Freaty, Printed by Midwinter, viz. That for cutting 
> off all Occaſions of Diſtruſt, which might at any time ariſe from the 
; eſtabliſhed Right and Order of the Hereditary Succeſſion to the 
Crown of Great-Britain, &c. | . 
. It is certain, That the Words Hereditary Succeſpon are not 
1 in the Laws which ſettle the Entail of the Crown of 
Great · Britain, ſince the Revolution; therefore, conſidering 
the common Senſe in which thoſe Words are underſtood by 
our Tories and Facobites, in their late Addreſſes, that were 
pointed expreſly againſt the Revolution Settlement, which 
referred cp ama to Her preſent Majeſty, notwith- 
anding Her being nearer in Blood: The very uſing of 
theſe Words, I ſay, looks as if there were room left for 
ſuch another Chicane and Knaviſh Liſtinction betwixt the 
5 Letter and the Spirit of that Treaty, as the French made uſe 
E | - of, to elude the Treaty of Partition. It fignifies little to 
[© - object, that the Limitation of our Crown by the Laws of 
Ereat- Britain to the Proteſtant Line of Hanover, is owned in 
the ſame Article; and the French King there obliges-himſelf, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors, never to own any other to be King 
or Queen of Great Britain, but according to the ſaid Limi- 
tation; for we know very well, that our Jacobites, who are 
the French King's beſt Friends, deny any thing to be Laws 
of Great · Britain that has been - enacted ſince the Revolution, | 
It had therefore been an Argument of greater Siricerity both 
in their French King, and in our Managers, had he in expres MY 
Terms diſowned any Title, Right, or Claim in the _ = 
1 tender 
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der to the Crowns of Great-Britein and Ireland. This be 
zs the more obliged to do, becauſe he not ＋ 2. him 
ſe Titles himſelf, but induced his Grandſon the King of 
tn to do the like, which is aſſigned a« one of the princie 
I Cauſes of Her Majzſty's making War upon France and 
ain, as appeacs by Her Declaration. | 
Beſides, it's very well known, That the French King ſo- 
anly promiſed to the late King James, on his Dearh-Bed, 
at he would maintain his Son's Title, and the whole 
yal Family of France declared the like in Council, which 
we find by the 8 the Chevalier ce St. George, 
been ſince ratified by the Pope. Therefore, ir had been 
t juſt, that the French King, the King of Spain, and all 
Family of Bourbon, ſhould have expreſly renounced the 
tender's Claim, and all the open or ſecret Promiſes th 
e made to abate it, for there may be a ſecret and reveal- 
Will'in France, as elſewhere ; againſt which we ought to 
ſecured, as well as againſt all mental Reſervations and Pa- 
Diſpenſations, which allow Papiſts to break Faith with 
ſe they call Hereticks, according to the Determination 
the Council of Conſtance, in the Caſe of Jom Hus and 
rome Of: Prague. | | | 1 
But we are not to wonder at the Neglect of our Managers 
this Matter, ſince by their Influence, a Negative paſſed in 
Houſe of Commons, upon a Propoſal made by Mr. 
mbden, that all the Confederates ſhould be invited to be 
arantees of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Honſe of 
rer; Which Negative was ſo much the more remarka- 
F. becauſe Her Majeſty had promiſed in Her Speech, that 
W the Confederates ſhould be invited to be Guarantees of 
We preſent Treaty. 2 t 
Wt is alſo obſervable, That in the fifth Article of the pre- 
t Peace, the Words are, That the moſt chriſtian King, and 
Heirs, &c. will never diſturb the Queen of Gieat - Britain, 
y Heirs and Succeſſors, deſcended from the foreſaid Proteſtant 
We, who poſſeſs the Crown of Gieat Britain. This is ſo lyable 
W 2 Chicane, fince none of thoſe Heirs and Succeſſors do 
v poſſeſs the Crown of Great-Britain, that one would 
Inder how our Managers could paſs it, without ſome. 
h Amendment as this, Who ſhall, or ought to poſſeſs the 
n of Great-Britain, and Dominions thereunto belonging, ac- 
Ning to the ſeveral Acts of Parliament made in the Reign of 


his 
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any thing that appears in the Abſtract of the Articles, Tha 
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his late Maiefly King William, and of her preſent Majeſty Qgcen . 
Anne, for ſettling the Succeſſion to the Crown in the Proteſtant 1 
Line of the Houſe of Hanover. The latter part of the ſaid fitt 
Article is yet more defective, for it is there ſaid, Neith 
will the foreſaid moſt chriſtian King aid by Land or Sea, oth on 
Perſons, who ſhould hereafter endeavour to oppoſe the ſaid Succe 
fon, either by open War, or by fomenting Seditions, and forminz 
Conſpiracies againſt ſuch Prince or Princes who are in Poſſeſſiou » 
the Throne of Great Britain, Here there is no Obligation 
that the French King's Heirs and Succeſſors ſhall not giy; 
Aid by Sea or Land, to ſuch as endeayour to oppoſe thi 
ſaid Succeſſion ; which muſt be owned to be an Omiſſion 0 
yery dangerous Conſequence. | 
Beſides, we don't hear of any Articles with the Elec 
tor of Bavaria, to prevent his aſſiſting the Pretender, whic 
he may eaſily do, if he continue Maſter of that part of th 
Netherlands which is aſſigned him by the Treaty, till th." 
Emperor give him the Satisfaction which France demands 
for, as the Imperor is not like to grant it, unleſs he b 
forced by extreme Neceſſity, there is no Provifion made, b 


the French King ſhall not aſſiſt the Eletor with Troops, of 
that the Flector ſhall not make uſe of thoſe Troops to aſſiſ 
the Pretender by way of Repriſal upon the Klector of Hari 
over, who by the Conſtitution of the Empire, as well as b 
His own Intereſt, is obliged to join in the War againſt Fran: 
and the Ele&or of Bavaria, | ST 
But allow ing the fourth and fifth Articles of the a1 
Treaty betwixt us and France, relating to the Succeſlio! 
to be good in Form-; we have no other Security for the 
performance, than the French King's Word; and how litt 
that is to be rely'd on, is but too evident from his Breach q 
all the Treaties that ever he made. To inſtance but in on 
he gave a much ſtronger and more ſolemn Aſſurance, 
the Treaty of the Pyrenees, That he would neither directly | 
indirecily give the leaſt Aſſiſtance to the Portugueſe, in th4 
Mares Spain; Yet at the very ſame time he {wore to thi 
Treaty on the Altar, he deſigned to break it ; and not on 
aſſiſted the Portugueſe under-hand, but entered into a priv: 
Treaty with them againſt Spain, which was afterwarilf 
made publick to the World. Beſides, we hear of no ma 
ner of Security, that King Philip of Spain, and his _ 
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| | done; ſo that all this being conſidered, and that Ber. le. 
| | Deb is ſo near the Frontiery- of France, the Pretender is as 
. really under his Protection, as when at St. Germains ; and 
by the Care the French King has taken to obtain a ſafe Con- 
duct for him irom the Emperor, it is but too plain, that 
he deſigns to reſerve him for ſome important Occaſion. The 
ſoftneſs of the Expreſſions made uſe of in relation to the 
Pretender, in the ſaid Article, is alſo remarkable; and 
particularlv, that he is ſaid to be lately gone of bis own accord 
ent of the Kingdom of France, to refide in ſome other Place. 
Why all this Tenderneſs ro one who ſtands attainted as an 
Impoſtor and Uſurper by the Laws of Great Britain? 
There are thoſe who remember the Time when his pre- 
tended Uncle and Father were commanded to depart the 
Dominions of France by Lewis XIV. at the Inſtance of the 
Oliver, whereas this Foundling muſt have the 
Compliment paid him, That he retired of his own accord 
to ſome other place; as if the French King was loath to 

; diſcharge him his Dominions, or knew not whether he i: 
' gone; tho every one knows, that he both appointed his 

lace of Reſidence, and allows him a Maintenance more fit 

for a Prince, than an Impoſtor ; but whether it be of his 
own Money, or of curs, may come to appear hereafter, when 
the Real Plunderers of the Nation ſhall be called to an Ac- 
count. In the mean time, if we conſider the Pretender: 

late Letter to the French King, and his Proteſt againſt the 

| Treaty before he left France, it may be ſaid, without ſtrain- 

© ing the Point, that he was treated much too ſoftly ; and 

that thoſe who drew up, or conſented to the ſaid Articles 

1 have not exceeded in their Care for her Majeſty's Ho. 

i nour and Safety, or for the Security of the Proteſtant Snc- 
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The ſecond thing to be taken Notice of, and then 1 ſhall 

quit this Head, is the 6th Article of the Treaty; which 

_ owns, That the Security and Liberties of Europe could by m 

means bear the Union of the Kingdoms of France and Spain ande 
one and the ſame King, | | 

To me it appears, that this Conceſſion implys a great 

. deal more than the Framers of the Treaty would have it 

A be thought to do, We remember very well, when ou 

9 Court, as well as the reſt of the Conlederates, did expreſſj 


ecla 
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as declare it to be their Sentiments; That the Duke of Anjou 
poſſeſſion of the Crown of Spain, was the ſame thing as if 
it were poſſeſſed by Lewis XIV. &c. We don't yet fee any 


it is evident, even from the Treaty it (elf, and the whole 
= management ot it, that Lewis XIV. does as really govern 


| : Spain, as he govertis France. There is nothing to be objec- 
or 


red againſt the like Dependency of the Crown of Spain on 
that of France for the time to come, but the Renunciatious: 
To which we may eaſily reply, That the World is ſuffi- 
» ciently appriſed of the little Streſs there is to be laid on 
re- French Renunciations. Lewis XIV. himſelf, in his large 
the Maniſeſto, when he firſt invaded the Netherlands, condem- 
ned his own and his Queen's Renunciations of Spain and its 
Dominions, to be contrary to the Laws of GOD; Nature 
ord and Nation:; and particularly to thoſe of France, Which he 
to alledged, made thoſe Renunciations void in themſelves. It 
e 11 was upon this Principle that he then invaded the Nether- 
hill lands, as he has ſince done the whole Spaniſþ Monarchy. 
e fit Then let his Advocates give us a Reaſon, it they can, why the 
his preſent Renunciations ſhould be more valid or better kept than 
hen the former, The C. de Se.Luck,the French King's Ambaſſador, to 
che Swiſs Cantons, told them in. his Speech about 2 Years ago, 
der That Princes are no longer obliged by their Treat ys, than they find 
their Conveniency in them. This is the Spirit which has al- 

ways made War upon the Letter of the French Treaties; 
and why the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould not be Semper Eadem, as 
able, give us a Reaſon. | A 
But allowing dor Argument's ſake, that theſe laſt Renun- 
| Clations ſhall be inviolably kept, and that neither of the 
Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhall lay claim to the 
Throne of the other, bur ſhall act, contrary to their Prin- 


of the Treaty; it is evident notwithſtanding, that the Spa- 


Protection againſt the Claimants of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
which will always give the King of France ſuch an aſcen · 
dant over the King of Spain, as a Sovereign has over his 


- 


Reaſon why they ſhould have changed their Opinion; for | 


well as any other, in Breach of Treaties, let them who are 


ciple and Intereſt, by a religions Obſervince of the Letter 


»:þ Branch muſt conſtantly depend on that of France, for 


Vaſſal ; and the Branch of France will be ſure to keep ſuch 
Fledges in their own Hand, as may ſecure the Dependency 
of the Speniſh Branch upon theme till Fravce be Ms | 


781 


ber Charges for ſetting that Branch on the Throne of Shai, | 


which is not like to be done in this, or the next Cen ury, 
So that all theſe things being confidered, I think it very 
demonſtrable, that the Kingdoms of Frante and Spain are not 
ſo much diſunited by this Treaty, as to provide for the Se+ 
curity and Liberties of Esrope ;z But that on the contrary, 
there is {ach an Uuion eſtabliſhed betwixt them, as the ſaid 
Security and Liberties can by no means bear. 2 


I come now to the third Claſs of Renſom, which ariſe 


from what has happened ſinde the Treaty was concluded; 
wherein I cmuſt beg leave to make ſome Obſcryations from 
things that preceded it. 2 


4. It's undeniable, that the Emperor and Empire have 


refuſed to come into the Treaty, becauſe of the Hardfifips 
put upon them by the French gn 
2. it is as evident, that the Emperor and the Empire com- 
plain of theit being deſerted by their n 
the expreſs Articles of the ſecond Grand Alliance, and of 
the Treaties fince concluded with Se«voy and Portugal; by 


which we in particular were obliged. to continue the 


War till Spain and the Weſt Indies ſhould be. xeſtored to the 

To of Auftris, according to the Articles of the ſaid 
i. aties. e Ff 
. It is evident, that the Houſe of. Auſtris can prove 
this from the Treaties themſelves, which were entred into, 
and approved by conſent of ſeveral Parliaments, as ap- 
ars by the ſaid Treaties, and the repeated Addreſſes of 
both Houſes, To which they add, that theſe Treaties 
were confirmed again and again, by her Majeſty's repeated 
Promifes from the Throne, as well as by Word of Mouth, 
Letters, and other Aſſurances to the Emperor, and his Miniſters, 


4. They urge, that our Govermnent, and the other Con- 


federates, were not under the leaſt Neceſſitv of going back 
from thoſe Treaties and Promiſes, ſince GOD had ſo blef. 
ſed their Arms, that they had all humane Reaſon to expect, 
that France have comply d with the Terms which the 
Allies had ſtipulated to obtain tor the Houfe of 4v/rie, and 
the Empire. | 


Managers, the -Emperor and the Empire are reduced to the 
fatal Nec:fliry of — the War alone againſt France 
and Spain; and if they ſhould fall under the Weight of it. 

| | : 0 


5. It can't be deny d, that by the Unfaithfulneſs of cur | 
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as in all probability they muſt ; conſidering th. t France alone, 

not only without, buc contraxy to Spain, did maintain a 

| War ſo Jong againſt all the Confederate Powers, the Ballance 
| of Europe, which by this Treaty is alledged to be preſerved, 
will intalhbly be deſtroyed, and all Chriſtendom muſt fub- 
r mit to the Yoak of the Houſe of Bourbon. . 

„ - [This is enough in general, to ſhew the bad Conſequences 
| of this Treaty, which will ſtill appear in a clearer Light, 
| by the following Particulars. „ 
e 1. That the Proteſtant Intereſt in the Empire is in great 
; Hazard of being deſtroyed by it; for the Princes and Coun- 
n tries of our Communion on the Rhine, and in the Circle of 

Jt Swabia, Cc. lye next to the Danger of being invaded by 
2 France, as they have already ſuffered moſt by her Arms. | 
ds 2. If once they come to be ſubdued, the Proteſtant Do- 
minions of the Families of Heſs, Brandenburgh, Saxon“ and 
Brunſwick, which make the Strength of the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt in Germany, are like to be the next Objects of French 
Fury and Rage, animated by the Bigottry of the Houſe of 
Fowrbon, who are the ſworn Enemies of the Proteſtant Re- . 
ligion; and have long been engaged in a Deſign, to root 
out what they call the Northern Hereſie. No body can doubt 
of this, who has read the blaſphemous Panegyricks of the < 
French Clergy to Lewis XIV. whoſe former Succeſſes they 
aſcribed to his Zeal againſt the Reformation; and there is 
no doubt, but they will now aſcribe the Retrieval of his 
Affairs, which they themſelves thought deſperate, to the 
ſame Cauſe. : | | 5 
3. We ſhall ſtill fee more Reaſon to be diſſatisſied with 
the preſent Peace, when we conſider the Danger to which 
the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, which under GOD, may 
er I jaſtly be acconnted the plight Anchor of our Hopes, is 
DN- thereby expoſed, | 33% RE 
I is evident, that the Elector muſt ſhare of the ſame Fate 
lef: I with the Emperor and Empire: He u by Duty, as well as 
Intereſt, obliged to concur with them in the preſent War; 
** ſo that he cannot draw back, his Circumſtances are made 
and ſuch by the Entail of the Crowns of Great Britain upon his 
Family, that he is thereby become the principal Object of 
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che Hatred of the Courts of France and St. Germains, and of 
the all their Adherents in the Britiſh Dominions, They have 
Fir given ſufficient Ramme their implacable Malice 
4 i | , , | 4 


againſt 


ao]. 
againſt them; not only by the Meaſures above mention'd, 
u hich tend to ſet aſide his Succeſſion, but by bringing the 
Swedes into the Empire, and within an Ace of invading his 
 Kereditary Dominions, bad not the Divine Providence, by 


3n'atuating Count Steinbock.warded off the Blow. We are not 


to doubt but the French Court, and their Britiſh Faction, 
will 2 their Malice againſt the Elector to the utmoſt, 


for the following Reaſons, The French, becauſe they know 


that if ever he come to the Throne of Great-Britain, he 
will be more capable than any of our Sovereigns have ever 
yet been, of holCing the Ballance of Europe in his Hands, 
and by Conſequence, of baffling the Deſigns of France, to ob- 
tain the Univerſal Monarchy, Their Britiſþ Faction, be- 
cauſe if once the Elector aſcend our Throne, they mult bid 
Adin for-ever to all their Hopes about the Pretender, for 
whom they have done enough to forfeit their Lives and 
Eſtates to the Juſtice of our Laws. 2 

I; it not then a melancholy Conſideration, that by the 
Treachery of our Managers, a Family upon whom the Li- 
berties on Furope, and the Safery of the Proteſtant Intereſt 
does chiefly depend, under GOD, ſhould be thus expoſed 
to almoſt unavoidable Ruin? „„ 

4. It is likewiſe proper to obſerve in this place, that by 
the 26th Article, as exhibited in the Abſtract, the King of 
Sweden, with his Kingdoms, Dominions, Provinces, and 
Kightz, are in the beſt manner included in the preſent Trea- 
ty. What Reaſon can there be aſſigned for this Article, 
but the Attachment cf that Prince to the Intereſt of France, 
and the Diverſion which he has already given, or may ſtill 
be ſuppoſed capable of giving, to the Confederate Arms? 


very one knows, that he had the Ballance of Europe once 


in his Hands; and if he had joyned the Con{ederates when 
he came into Germany with his Triumphant Army, he might 
have put an End to the War, and ſecured his own Pretenſi - 
ons iu a much more compendious, as well as effectual man- 
ner, than now he can hope for. 55 
_ What elſe can we urderſtand by this Article, but that it 
15 big with a new War, wherein Great Britain muſt concur 
with France, it that Prince be not ſatisfied, as to all the 
Rights. Dominions and Provinces, which his Enthnfiaſtical 
Fancy may induce him to claim from the Emperor and Em- 
Pare ? If this be not the caſe, Why is he included 2 a 
8 illin- 


this can't be deny'd, ſince we a 


E 


diſtiuguiſhing manner in the preſent Treaty, when 4d 


King of Denmark is left out > Is not that Prince as much's 


Proteſtant, and as nearly Allied to the Crown. of Great - fri- 
tuin, as the King of Sweden; or has he appeared leſs firm to 
the Common Interefts of Europe? e 

5. But to leave Foreign Affairs, and to return to our own, 


if they can be ſeparated from thoſe of our Allies? Isfit not 


evident, E i 3 IE 
1. That the new governing Faction, who did by Mobs 
and Tumults, Cc. ſeize the Adminiſtration, pack a Parlia- 
ment to their purpoſe, and have ſince impoſed upon Her 
Majeſty, do by this Treaty, think to ſecure themſelves a 
Power by the Aſſiſtance of the Houſe: of Bowrbor, to com- 
pleat the Ruin which they have already begun of all that 
is dear to us, as Men and Chriſtians. ' Can we in Scotland 
doubt of this, when we ſee our Highland Popiſh Clans liſt- 
ed in theſe Men's Pay, that moſt of the ſmall Remainder of 
Power that was left in our Country by the Union, is put 
into.the Hands of Facobites, and rhat Oaths are impoſed up- 
on our.Church, on purpoſe to perplex and divide us. Sure 
f know, that they were ac - 

quainted with the Scrnples that many of our. Miniſters had 
_ the Engliſh Acls referred to in that Oath; and yet 
they would not admit of the leaſt Explanation for the Re- 
moval of the ſaid Scruples. 1 e 


2. Is it not plain, That under their Influence, and by | 
their Direction, our Fundamental Liberties, and the Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſion, which was ſettled to preſerve them, have 
been, and are every Day attacked by Addreſſes, Libels? e. 
Is it not demonſtrable, that the groſseſt Doctrines of Ty» 
ranny and Popery, ſuch as Indefeaſible and Hereditary 


Right, and Irreſiſtibility of Princes; with the Neceſſity of a 


conſtant Succeſſion of Dioceſan Biſhops, of all Eccleſjaſti- 
cal Adminiſtrations by Prieſts, Epiſcopally Ordain'd, of 


Auricular Confeſſion to them, Abſolution from them, and 
of Propitiatoty Sacrifices offered np by them, inſtead of the 


LORKD's Supper; have invaded. the Pulpits of the Church 
of England, and bid Defiance to the Cenſures of the Parha- 
ment and Conyccation? 1 AT NE 

„ Is it not as plain, That by the Avowed Principles of 
thoſe Men, not only all the Diſſenters in Exgland and Ire- 
land, are Unchriſten d, but all the Foreign Proreſtant 


Churches, 
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. That we are cnjoyned to it by the Civil Authority 
which, as you juſtly obſerve, is owned by the Church cf 


** 
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dude, with the Church of Scotland, into the Bargain, are 


Pnchurch'd ; and that they have undermin d the latter, 
contrary to a Solemn Treaty, by their Toleration and Pa- 
tronage Acts, in order finally to deſtroy Her, and make Her 
a Sacrifice to Eraſtian Prelacy, Will-Worſhip, Jacobitifm, 
and Flagrant Immorality ? EE | ES. 


Toe” 4. Then, as to our Trade, which Was the principal Bait 


to make us ſwallow the Treaty; Is it not plain from the 
Multitude of Addreſſes daily offered to the Parliament of 


|  Great-Irieais, that our Commerce is likewiſe facrificed to 


the Intercſt of Frence? And is not Scotland, notwithſtanding 
the Peace, which ought to leſſen our Expences, made ſub- 
ject to a new and iuinous Tax upon Malt, tho ſome of our 
worthy Members argued as well as Men could do, againſt it? 
This 28 fo plain an Indication of the Hatred the Managers 
hayeto-our Country, as ſufficiently juſtifies the noble Effort 
of our Scets Lords and Commons to acquaint Her Majeſty, 
that they will move for a Bill to diflolye the Union, which 


wehave found by (ad Experience to have been manag d to 


our Ruin, inſtead of our Improvement; and are like to 
find it more ſo, it ever the Duty on Salt be levied, which 


B now to commence in a little time, 5 

Ihm, Sir, I have given you my Reaſons why I cannot 

Ian in a Thankſgiving for the Peace, as being juſt and 
nonrable, according as we are enjoyned by the Procla ; 


— 


matien to do. 5 e EY 
I rome in the next place to conſider your Reaſons for the 
contrary Practice. And, 7 5 


Scotland, to have a Power of appointing Thankſgiyings and 
Faſts, on proper Oecaſionn. 

- But — muſt own, That according to our Conſti- 
tntion, the Church ought to be conſalted in thoſe Matters; 
eſpecially when Religion is concerned, as it certainly is in 


the preſent Caſe. You know as well as I, That had the 


Repreſentative of the Church of Scot land been conſulted in 
this Matter, they would naturally have objected, r. That 
as they were never acquainted with the Negocutions and 
Terms Of the Peace, they could not proſtitute ſo ſolemu an 


Ordinance, as that of giving Fublick Thanks to GOD in 
their Congregations, by amplicit Faith, this being go * 


| of the Reaſonable Service which the Goſpel 


things . hiated at 


tf 
* . 
* 
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mands from a Chriſtian Church g. 
2. They would — have enquired into moſt of the 
] above, that preceded, accompanied; and 
follow'd the Treaty, and which had come to their Knows 
ledge. by the ordinary Courſe of Intelligence, tho not by 
Order of the Government. 4 a ET Ee. 
3. That they would have defired time to conſider, whe- 
her the giving of publick Thanks for a Peace ſo circum- 
ſtantiated, was not a manifeſt Mocking of GOD, to whom 
they had ſo ficquently returned Thanks by Authority forthe 
Succeſs of the Confederate Arms, which put m and our 
Allies in a fair Way of obtaining thoſe things which. we 
prayed for, and that ſeem now in a great Meaſure to be 
given up by the preſent Treaty to the Common Enemy, 
againſt whom we both fought and pray ddt. 

4. That they would have ſeriouſly conſidered, Whether 
they could offer Thanks to GOD, for a Treaty that inveſts 
the Common Perſecutor of the ian with a greater 
Power than ever to deſtroy Liberty and Religion, which 
are the greateſt Bleflmgs we can receive, in order to make 


ws happy in this World, and that to come. It muſt needs be - 


very UHrauge in u; to thank GOD for ſuch a Peace as exalts 
the French. King, after we have prayed long, and that-teo 

by the Concurrence. of the Civil Authority, That GOD 
would humble him, and reduce his exerbitant Power. 

5. They n have deſired Time to examine, 
Whether the preſent Treaty was not carried on, as the 
other Allies alledge, by Fraud and Force, in manifeſt Vie- 
latian of the Publick Faith, which Was plighted to them 

folemn Treaties and, Promiſes from tlie Throne, and hy 
the 2 en A 5 . 
6. They might have reaſonably ohjected, That it w 2 
be very hard to impaſe ſuch a thing upon the Church 
of Scotland, when they knew that the Treaty, as abort 
circumſtantiate, was diſliked by all their Proteſtant Bre- 
thren abroad, and by the greateſt and ſincereſt Body of Pro- 
teſtants at home, N 1 

7. Js it not plain, that this Matter ought to be tharowly 
canvaſſed, before we preſume to joyn in a Thankſgwing fox 
a Peace, in Oppoſition to which, all the Proteſtants of Ger- 
many, and particularly the Lluſtrious Family of Hanover, 

; Wpcn 
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lick Thankfgiving to GO 


upon whom the Entail of our Crown is ſettled, are re- 
ſolved to venture their Lives and Fortunes. Should we by 


our Practice condemn them as Fools, and wreath the Yoke 
_ about their Necks, without firſt hearing what they can ſay 


for themſelve ?: | od 
8. You muſt alſo allow me to ſay, that ſince the Gene- 


tal Aſſembly of our Church declined giving Thanks to the 


Queen for the Peace, which I fuppoſe proceeded from 
fome of theſe Reaſons, it would look very undutiſul, or at 
teaſt diſreſpe&ful in her pu cular Sons, to join in a pub- 


ther did not think fit to thank the Queen. 


_.. Your ſecond Reaſon is, that a publick Thankſgiving was 


obſerved for the Peace of Reſwick, which you think was 

worſe than that obtained by the preſent Treaex. 
Burt. the Anſwer is d ET Ht 

1. That GOD did not then give the like Succeſs to the 


— 


Con federate Arms, as he did by the laſt War. . 


2. That if giving publick Thanks was a Fault then, it 


will not juſtify the commiſſion of another now. 


3. That it is certain, the Houſe of Bourbon was not left in 
poſſeſſion of ſuch an Exorbitant Power by that Treaty, as by 


this; nor were we then in ſuch Danger by the Pretender, 


as at- preſent ; the Inſolence and Power of his Faction be- 
ing much increaſed ſince that time, and his Claim not in 
the leaſt countenanced by thoſe who were then in the 


Adminiſ tration. 5 
J. There was no ſuch Opportunity then, as now, for his 


Friends to be brought or ger into Parliaments, of which 


we had then two ſeparate ones to oppoſe him; whereas 


now we have but one and that very oddly con ituted, as 


is but too well known and felt by the whole Ifland, 
5. There was no ſuch well founded Complaint of the 


Breach of Publick Faith on our part in that Treaty as in 
this, nor was it carried on by thoſe whom we had any 


reaſon to ſuſpect to be Enemies to the common Libertics 
of Europe, to the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſſion, to the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church of Scotland, to the Tolera- 
tion in England, or to the Civil Liberties of the Britif 


6. It 


for what their common Mo- : 


TT _—— — a 


Iully venture their Lives and Fortunes for obtaining 
Prof 


according 
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6, It cannot be ſaid, as has been mentioned already, that 
the Honour of the Brizi/þ Crown, as Guarantee of the K- 
dict of Nantes, was neglected to be aſſerted at that Trea- 
ty; nor was our Government under ſuch a Neceſſity now. 
as then, to put an end to the War, before the juſt Ends of 
it were obtained; for no Man alive can ſay, but under 
the late Miniſtry the Subjects of Great Britain did _ 
a Juſt, 
Safe, Honourable, and Laſting Peace; which we had Dy. 
Proſpect of commanding ; who- raiſed the Tempeſt 
that drove the Ship from the Harbour as ſhe was ready to 
drop Anchor, is too well known to be repzated. Yet this 
may be ſaid, that the molt inyererate Maſice can't charge 
It upon the Bulk of the People of Great Britain; ſo that the 
Blame muſt he ſomewhere elſe, which GOD in His due 
time will find ont, and avenge. (© | 
Tour third Reaſon is, that the Dutch have obſerved à 
Thankſgiving for the Peace, and that no body will doubt. 
their Governors to be good Proteſtants, as well as good 
Patriots. | | V 

To this I anſ wer, . 

1. That no Humane Practice is to be our Rule. 

2. That their Circumſtances and ours, are not alike ; 
for they were forced to it by our uſurping and imperious 
Faction, who have forced that Treaty both upon the 
Dutch and m; and concluded it without previouſly laying 
the Articles before the parliament, tho you know the cott- 


trary was ſolemnly promiſed. 


3. The Dutch being thus forced to comply, may juſtly, 
to their Jo Proverb, Thank GOD when their Leg 
is broken, that tis net their Neck. And tho tis true, that we 


_ ought in the ſame manner to thank GOD, with reſpect to 
dur ſelves; yet it will not follow that we can law fully 


thank GOD in the Terms of the Proclamation for a Jul 

and Honourable Peace, when we have ſo much cauſe to 

think it is neither. Sn. 
Your fourth Reaſon is, that the Proclatnation threatens 


 Fach Puniſhment as her —_ juſtly infli&t upon all 


ſuch as ſhall contertip or neg 


Thank ct the Obſervation of the 
Thankl WI . EG | | 
T0 which anſwer, 


5 D 18. That 


E 


1. That no Penalties can be addnced for an Argument, 


where the Queſtion is about the Morality ef the Practice 


in debate. 5 95 . es 2th . : | 1 

2. By what Statute or Common Law in Scotland can Pu- 
hiſhment be inflicted upon the Mmiſters of this Church, 
ſor not obſerving a Thankſgiving appointed by Procla- 
mation: | N „ | | 

3. Where there is no Pugiſhment to compel, what 
ſhould induce us to a voluntary Obedience to this Procla- 


mation, where the Grounds therein given, will. not war- 


rant the Pcadticg enjoined, as has been already proved, and 
whereig the manner of the Impoſition 18. not ſo agreeable 
to our Conſtitution, according to which, our General A(- 
ſcmbly, or her Commiſſion, is her Majeſty's great Council 
for Affairs that are Ecclcfiaſtical in their nature. 


You know that in all the Struggles which our Nation 


has had with the Court ſince the Reformation, about Reli- 


gious Affairs, we have ever pleaded, that nothing ought 


to be impoſed upon our Church, without being previouſly 
conſidered and determined by a General Aſſembly, freely 


_ choſen, and left to act with full Liberty: So that accord- 
ing to this Principle, which is certainly agreeable to that 
Liberty with which our Saviour has made all his Diſciples- 
free, I cannot ſee that the Miniſters of this Church are any 


more obliged to obſerve a Publick Thankſgiving in a con- 


troverted Caſe, without the previous Advice and Appoint- 


ment of a General Aſſembly, or their Commiſſion, than the 
Civil Magiſtrates ate obliged to obey any dubious Order of 


State that is not founded on an Act of Parliament, or 


iſſued by the Advice of ſome other Court that is autho- 
rized by the Conſtitution to take Cogmzance of ſuch 
Matters. +: | r 
I underſtand, that ſome Men think to cover themſelves, 
by 2 abſending from their Churches on that Day, 
or by keeping it, and ſay ing nothing of the Peace; but 
how anbecoming ſuch Diſſimulation with GOD and the 
Government, in 2 point of Solemn Worſhip, will be in 2 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, let any Man judge. If they think 
the Peace bad, it is their Duty to abſ}ajo from every thing 
that ſeems to approve it; and in my Opinion, their very 


- aſſembling of re People on that Day, according to 2 Pro- 
_ Elamation read for that end, muſt in all reaſonable Con- 


ſtructiog, 


h 
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fArution, be taken for an approbation of the peace, except 


they preach againſt it; and this would be by their Words 


to contradict their Practice. Beſides, I humbly conceive, 
it would be as great a failure in point ot Prudence and, 
common Juſtice, as in point of Sincerity: For tho our 


Miniſters preach by Divine Authority, yet ſince they are 
empowed to do it in cur ſtated and rational manner by 
one that is Humane, from which they have Protection 
and Maintenance, they ought to be as cautious in condem- 
Ding, as in approving Pubiick Tranſactions from the Pulpit, 
in a controverted: Caſe, like this, till the matter has been 
regularly conſidered and determined in the General Aſſem- 
bly, or their Commiſſion, %%% tg wm 

Thus, Sir, I have delivered my Thoughts to you with 
that ſreedom and Plainneſs as becomes an honeſt Son of 
the Church of Scotland, when he takes the matters of GOD 


to be concerned; for in that caie, we are to call none 


Maſter but Himſelf. However, I hope there will be Care 
raken on both fides, that Difference of Semiments in 
thoſe things, may occaſion no Breach of Chriſtian -Cha- 
rity or Communion. I hope, particularly, that you will 
not cenſure me, nor thoſe of my Principles, for not join- 


ing in a Publick Thankſgiving, againſt which we have ſo 


many plain, and as we think, unanſwerable Objections. If you 
and your Friends have better Reaſons: for the contrary, 
you would do well to impart them, for the Satisfaction 
cf the publick; otherwiſe I am afraid that the Averſion 
which many good People in this Nation have to you and 
them, for taking the Oath oi Abjuration, will every day 
grow more, inſtead of growing leſs; for they obſerve 
with too much Julltice, that no body in this Nation re- 
joices in the Peace as now concluded, but Papiſts and Jaco- 
bites, whoſe cauſes of Joy, are always cauſes of Sorrow to 


us. And tho I am of opinion, that we are, with Fob, to 


expreſs a thankful Submiſſion to GOD in thoſe Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence which are afflicting, having a view to 
his Sovereignty, in doing whar ſeems good to Himſelt; 


and to his excellent Mercy, in ordering all things for the 


Good of his People; yet ſince he has appointed Solemn 
Thankſgivings for publick Bleſſings, and Faſts upon the 
account of our Sins and Judgments ; To obſerve Thrnk(- 


givings for the Latter, and Faſts on account of the For- 


D 2 wer 


nnn. — 


1 ä 
mer, would be to thwart the Nature and Ends of thoſe 
Inſtitut ion:. . : 

I ſhall conclude with my earneſt Advice and Requeſt 
to thoſe Miniſters who are againſt the Qath, and obſer- 
ving the Thankſgiving-Day, that they would not act ſo, 
much below the Dignity of their Character, as to counte- 
nance the Separation of Parochiners from their Miniſters 
on either of thoſe Accounts ; fince according to. all the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and Common Order, Cauſes of Sepa- 
ration muſt be ſuch as the 228 determine on that 
Head, and when tis controverted and dubious in its own 
nature, puts a ſtop to private Judgment, until it is deter- 


mined by the ſudicatorics of the Church: Thoſe who act 
otherwiſe, ought. ro he put in mind of what the Apoſtle 


ſays, If any Man be Cantentiaus, we have no ſuch Cuſtam, neither 


tbe Churches of God, Which I hope you will allow me to 


ſay does very plainly imply, that thoſe Who are ſo apt to 


ſeparate from, and to unchurch others upon ſuch lender 


Accounts, are in very great Danger of unchurching them- 
ſelves, We have had a great deal too much of this already, 
and ſince our Common Enemy waits for our halting, and 
lays hold of every Opportunity to divide, in order to de- 
Nroy us, we ought to take care not to be made the unhappy 
Tools of doing their Work for them. = : 
GOD ſeems in an eminent manner to have been preſent 
with our General Aſſemblies, in directing them to healing 
Methods and Councils at this preſent Juncture. Let not 


then any Presbyterian be found guilty of diſobeying their 


Orders, at a Time when their Authority is ſo much tram- 
pied upon, and when the Common Enemy deſpiſe her ſo 
much, that they ſend out ſuch little Foxes as Duckat. KC, as 
thinking them ſtrong enough ro break down the Walls of 
her Diſcipline and Government. | 
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IF it is offered az an Argument for the Obſeryation of 
1 this. Thankſging, That Peace is a good xy 0 and that 
every Battle of the Warriour is with confuſed Noiſe, and 
Garments rolled in Blood; and that therefore we ſhould 
thank GOD.for obtaining the one, and being delivered from 
the other: Its eaſily anſwered, That if the War was Juſt and 


Neceſſary, as the Miniſters of this Church have owned in all 


their ſolemn Faſts and Thankſgivings, ſince the Commenae- 
ment of it, then the Continuance of it was Juſt and Nee 
ceſſary too, till we ſhould attain the Ends for which it was 
made; eſpecially when Providence bleſſing our Arms with 


ſo much Succeſs, gave us ſo fair a Proſpect of ending glo- 


riouſly, what we warrantably undertook; And to bleſs 
GOD. in a ſolemn Way, for what appears to us to be the 
Sin of our Governors, and a Judgment on our People, is to 
overturn the Ends of that ſolemn Appointment; and is 
ought ftill to be remembered, That it is not Peace in the 
eneral Idea of it; but this Peace, as ſafe and honourable, 

which we are commanded by the Magiſtrate to obſerve 

a Thankſgiving, . | e 
If it is alledged, That this Peace 1 have been worſe, 
and that it is not ſo, is Ground of Thankſgiving : This 


would juſtify a Thankſgiving for any Event whatſomever, 


that can fall ont unto Men in the Land of the Living, ſines 
it is the Mercy of GQD they are not conſumed ; yet it 


muſt be owned, that there are many Events, for which a 


ſolemn Thankſgiving would be a Profarationiof that ſacred 
Ordinance, which, as it is appc inted of GOD, ſo is ap- 
pointed for its own proper Seaſon, and therein muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd; and if one falling from a Precipice, ſhould be 
commanded by them who tumbled him down, to obſerve 2 
Thankſgiving for what had befallen him; he had, I own, 

Reaſon to bleſs GOD, for having only broken his Leg, 


when his Neck was in danger: Yet, to cauſe ham ob- 


ſerve a Thank(prving not for the Eſcape he made, but for 
the Fall he received, would be tyrannical on their part 
who impos'd it, and the Sin and Folly of him who ſhould 
obey it. I mult ſay, That its neither agreeable to the Du- 
| 5 1 ty, 


F 
for conducive to the Reputation of a People, to cauſe | Spr 
them obſerve ſolemn Thankſgivings for the ſeveral Steps | per 
that are'made fo rheir Rain, and ſo obtain the ſolemn Con- | enj 
fent of the Sufferers to them, till the finiſhing Stroke comes, | pe: 


* * 


by which their moſt valuable Intereſts are cut off. 


It will perhaps be ſaid, That there are good things in | ſp: 
fhe Articles of Peace, and that theſe claim the Dy of | (fo 
Thankſgiving for them: To which it is antwered, That it | by 
i not for theſe good things we are called to Thankfgiving, it, 
Gar for the Peace it ſelf ; and how far this in the Subſtance | Ar 
and Tendency thereof, amounts to a folemn Ground of | fu: 
Thankſgiving, may be judged, by what is ſaid before on | m 
this Mead. Benhadad made it a part of the Treaty betwixt | m 
him and the King of Iſrael, That the Cities which his-Father took | a 
from his, ſhould be reſtored to him; and that the King of Ifrael th 
fhonld make Streets for himſelf in Damaſcus; as Benhadad's Fa- | ic: 
Fher had made for himſelf in Samariah, which are Articles full | pt 
as ample as theſe, that concern the giving up of Dunkirk to ar 
be demo iſſi d, Ct. Yet what a miſchievoui Peace this was, | W 
may be judged by the Sentence pronounced thereupon by p 
the LORD, bearing Extinction to the King of Iſrael and his | © 
People, 1 King. 20. 42. o/! 
It may perhaps be objected by ſome againſt my Reſolu- Y 
tion not to joyn in this Thankſgiving, That the Church 
feems thereby to elaim a Power of determining in the Face 
of the Government. and conſtituting themſelves - Judges in 
theſe publick Tranſactions, the Springs whereof are readi- 
Iy unknown to them: But this Objection will be found 
fo bear no weight, whenits conſidered, that the Church be- 
ung 2 Society of Rational Creatures; muſt be allowed the 
Judgment of Diſcretion ; and as Chriſtians, muſt have 3 
Judgment about Grounds of Duty in Religious Worſhip, 
5 without which they can never perform it in Faith; and 
4 | hen they do not interfere with the Civil Government, by 
. sFuming to themſelves any Civil Authority, or putting a 
Stop to the Meaſures taken by the State in their Affairs, it's 
hard in it ſelf, and no ways agreeable to the Conſtitution of 
this Church, to require an implicit Obedience from them 
to the Acts of State for publics Worſhip, and to ſtip 
them of their Natural and Religion ber, once; in re- 
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| ſpect whereof, they may, and ought tO | ye, whether the 
. d thongh the 


laid Practice enjoyned, be Sin ox Duty: 
| | I Springs 
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Springs of publick Tranſactions are often what they cannot 
penetrate into, yet when the Grounds given for the Practice 
enjoyned, the only thing they have acceſs to judge of, ap- 
pear too plain to them to be what cannot warrant the Prac- 


tice enjoyned, it might be expected, that they ſhould be 


ſpared in this Matter, as they were in that of che Union, 
(for which no Thankſgiving was appointed to be obſerved 


by this Church) or if we are not altogether exempted from 


it, that at leaſt the Impoſition ſhould be delayed, till the 
Articles of Peace are ſer in a clearer Light, by giving us a 


tuller Account of them; and if theſe do not ſatisfy, Why ' 


may it not be torborn till the Springs of that Tranſaction 


may be laid open, by which at dnce the Peace may appear 


2 Ground of Thankſgiving, and our Duty, with reſpect to 
the Obſervance, cleared up to the Satis faction of our Con- 


| ſciences? This, methinks, would bear a far greater Ap» 


pearance of Juſtice and Reaſon, than to uſe the Miniſters 
and People of this Church as, the Wheels of a Machine, 
which muſt move even in Religious Matters and Solemy 


Pieces of Worſhip, whitherſoeyer they are driven, with- 


out allowing them that Exerciſe of Thought, which is ab- 
— neceſſary for the due Performance of Religious 
orſhip. | | „ 
To conclude, then ; When we ſeriouſly conſider the Arti- 
cles of Peace, as far as they are known to us ; the Methods 


by which the Peace was carried on; the Perſon with whom 


its made, without a Gurantee; the Time when it was made, 
when GOD ſeemed to deliver our Enemy unto our Hands; 


chT Danger in which the Gerwas Empire, and our Protefaut 


Sueceſſor, are left; and by conſequence, our own Religion 
and Liberty, with the Common Imereſts of Europe, with 
what is above repreſented, It muſt needs be very ſtunning to 
all Spectators, and to future Generations, who ſhall xead 
it in Hiſtory, That the Church of Scat and has given the 
moſt ſolemn Approbation to that Deed, that they were ga- 
pable to give, or the Nature ot the thing cap receive, 


FINIS, 


* 
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